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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Sir: 


In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, it is respectfully requested that this Information Disclosure 
Statement be entered and the references listed on attached form PTO-1449, which 
relate to the subject mater of the present invention, be considered by the Examiner and 
made of record. 

It is believed that no fee is due at the present time as this statement is being filed 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). However, should any fee be missing or insufficient, 
authorization is hereby given to charge said fee (or credit any overpayment) to deposit 
account number 12-2147. 

Filed herewith are copies of the references listed on attached form PTO-1449. 
For each Non-English language reference, an English language summary and/or 
abstract is provided in compliance with section 609(A)(3) of the Manual of Patent 
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Examining Procedure (MPEP), second full paragraph, in fulfillment of the concise 
explanation of relevance requirement set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 (a)(3)(i). 

Applicants wish to note to the Examiner that reference DE 202 16 059 U1 arises 
from a parallel German application, the specification of which corresponds to the 
present US application (10/313,239). 

While this statement contains all of the relevant information presently known to 
the Applicants, it should not be interpreted as a representation that an exhaustive 
search has been conducted or that no other relevant information exists. Moreover, the 
Applicants invite the Examiner to make an independent evaluation of the cited 
references to determine their relevance to the subject matter of the present application. 

Finally, Applicants urge that their claims are patentably distinguishable over all 
disclosed relevant information or any combination thereof. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Lorusso Loud & Kelly LLP 
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15 Rye Street, Suite 312 
Pease International Tradeport 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
Phone: (607) 427-0070 
Fax: (607) 427-5530 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" (37 CFR 1.10) 


I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement along with any attachments 
referred to therein, is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail 
Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
January 20,2005. 
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